The Honorable ______

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Re:
Fire Sprinkler Incentive Act – S. 2947

Dear Senator ____________:

I am writing to encourage you to support the passage of S. 2947, the “Fire Sprinkler Incentive Act.” This legislation was introduced by Senator Thomas Carper, and has been assigned to the Senate Finance Committee.

National statistics show that every 60 seconds a fire breaks out in a structure. Our country, the richest and most technologically advanced nation in the world, has the worst fire death rate in the industrialized world. According to the National Fire Protection Association in 2008, 3,320 civilians in the United States were killed in fires and 104 firefighters died in the line of duty. In addition, fires caused $15.5 billion dollars in direct property damage. While lives are lost and property is damaged, numerous studies show that automatic fire sprinklers can play a very important role in saving lives and property.

Modern building codes address these concerns by requiring automatic fire sprinklers in most new buildings, yet many buildings are not required to meet modern building codes. Current tax law discourages the retrofit of existing buildings with automatic fire sprinklers because the cost must be depreciated over a very long period of time – 39 years in most cases.

The Fire Sprinkler Incentive Act (S. 2947) is designed to encourage the installation of automatic fire sprinklers by offering a much shorter depreciation period. This legislation benefits building owners by providing a tax incentive for life safety. The legislation will save lives and property by encouraging the installation of automatic fire sprinkler systems. Presently these systems are rarely installed in older buildings because of the significant cost involved. Therefore this legislation will also benefit the economy by encouraging investment in the installation of life safety systems.

I not only encourage you to support this important legislation, I also hope you will show your commitment to life safety by becoming a cosponsor of this important legislation.

Sincerely,

Your name

